
ATTENDANCE UPDATE: October 5th Emergency Rule  

 

Tumwater School District parents, guardians and students, 

This year, the Tumwater School District is making a special effort to ensure that all students fully benefit from 

their education by attending school whether it is held 100% remotely, hybrid, or 100% in-person.  This 

information is a guide to student engagement, participation and attendance during this unique time we are in.   

Questions and Answers: 

Are districts required to record daily attendance?  

Yes, we are required to take daily attendance for each student enrolled on any day when there is planned 

instructional activities. This includes days with in-person, remote, or hybrid instruction.   

When should a student be marked absent from remote learning?  

An absence from remote learning is when a student is not participating in planned instructional activities on a 

scheduled remote learning day. Student presence or participation may be asynchronous (recorded) or 

synchronous (live). 

Students will either be recorded as “present” or “absent.” Students will not be marked late or tardy during 

remote learning (online). The absences from school are either excused or unexcused.     

What are the new reasons that a student can be considered excused?  

The list of reasons for absences to be excused was expanded to create flexibility for families, keeping in mind 

the intent of monitoring attendance is not to be punitive, but to understand when students are missing 

instructional activities in order to engage students and families to problem solve. The emergency rule specifies 

additional reasons that a students’ absence can be excused.  

Students will either be recorded as “present” or “absent.” Students will not be marked late or tardy during 

remote learning (online). There are excused and unexcused absences. 

The current list of excused absences can be found on the TSD website via the following link: 

https://www.tumwater.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001561/Centricity/Domain/1157/3122%20Excused%20and%20

Unexcused%20Absences%20.pdf 

New reasons that a student’s absence can be considered excused due to COVID-19 are: 

• Absences related to the student’s illness, health condition, or medical appointments; 

• Absences related to caring for a family member who has an illness, health condition, or medical appointment;  

• Absences related to the student’s employment or other family obligations during regularly scheduled school 

hours that are temporarily necessary due to COVID-19 until other arrangements can be made, including 

placement in a more flexible education program;  

• Absences due to the student’s parent’s work schedule or other obligations during regularly scheduled school 

hours, until other arrangements can be made;  

• Absences due to the student’s lack of necessary instructional tools, including internet broadband access or 

connectivity, stability, reliability, outages, etc.  

• Other COVID-19 related circumstances as determined between school and parent or emancipated youth. 

 

https://www.tumwater.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001561/Centricity/Domain/1157/3122%20Excused%20and%20Unexcused%20Absences%20.pdf
https://www.tumwater.k12.wa.us/cms/lib/WA01001561/Centricity/Domain/1157/3122%20Excused%20and%20Unexcused%20Absences%20.pdf


How many times per day should districts take attendance for elementary grades?  

At a minimum, attendance must be determined once a day. 

This frequency should be based on their instructional plan and the requirement to determine if the student 

misses the majority of their school day.  

In secondary grades, if a student has multiple classes on a given day, does attendance need 

to be recorded for each class?  

Yes. Attendance should be taken for each scheduled day and for each class that has planned instructional 

activities. Planned instructional activities can be synchronous or asynchronous, including participation in a task 

or assignment. 

Can a student demonstrate attendance before or after regularly scheduled school hours?  

Yes. A student participating in planned asynchronous learning before or after regularly scheduled school hours 

can be considered present and not absent. Daily planned instruction may be synchronous or asynchronous.  

What is the process if a student is believed to be absent? 

The school must apply the OSPI requirements and district policy and procedure to determine whether an 

absence is excused or unexcused.  

If a student is believed to have unexcused absences, school staff will; 

 follow OSPI requirements and district guidelines to determine if the absence is excused or unexcused; 

 ensure attendance is updated, 

 notify the family of an unexcused absence, 

 collaborate with the student and family to develop a plan of support, if necessary, monitor results and 

adjust the intervention/support plan as needed.    

What is the unexcused absence process per RCW 28A.300.046? 

1 unexcused absence = Robo call home 

2-5 unexcused absences = Date Informed Steps to Reduce Absenteeism 

3 unexcused absences = Conference with Parent and Student  

5 unexcused absences in a month = Stay Petition filed and referral to a Community Truancy Board 

7 unexcused in a month or 10 unexcused in a year = Petition with Thurston County Juvenile Court must be 

filed   

If you have questions about the attendance process contact the main office at your child’s school.   

    


